A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY - Transition work

Welcome to A-Level Sociology at Haydon Sixth Form! Sociology is in the top 5 most popular A Level
subjects in the country and it is a great option to take if you are interested in understanding and
explaining the social world we live in.

Sociology has been described as the scientific study of society and this course will help you to become
critical thinkers through challenging misconceptions in order to tackle some of the big questions we
have about our society such as ‘Why are there differences in crime rates between social groups’ and

‘how has globalisation affected families, education, crime and religious beliefs’?

In order to get you ready for this exciting subject, the Sociology department has included the
following tasks we would like you to complete before your first lesson in September which will give
you a much better understanding of the most important concepts and principles you will cover in
greater depth over the next 2 years. We know that some of you have studied GCSE Sociology and are
already familiar with the key perspectives and ideas, but don’t worry if you haven’t! Some of the
content may seem challenging but it is meant to be, so try your best and use the
internet/friends/parents to help if you are stuck! One of the ways you can be successful at A-Level is
having the desire to think more deeply about ideas, even if at first it seems difficult!

Learning aims:
e Gain a better understanding of the A Level course for Sociology
e Know the meaning of key terms: culture, norms, values, socialisation, status and role.
e Understand the importance of culture and socialisation for explaining human behaviour.
e Understand the difference between structural and social action views, and between
consensus and conflict views of society.
Understand the key features of different types of society
Know the main patterns of inequality in today’s society
Understand that sociologists use a variety of research methods and that these have both
strengths and limitations

IMPORTANT!!

The transition work has been split into 4 different sections and they must all be completed for your
first day of Sixth-Form. Ideally, you should print this work off and complete directly onto the sheet,
however if you are unable to then you should complete this work by writing your answers handwritten
on lined paper.

You will be completing a short assessment based on the transition work in September to assess your
understanding of this work.

Part 1 - Find out about the A-Level course

Part 2 - Sociological theory

Part 3 - Culture, norms and values

Part 4 - Researching groups in society



Part 1 - Find out about the A-Level course

Research the A-Level specification for Sociology using the AQA website. What topics are covered in
each of the following exam papers?

What topics will | be assessed on (page 13)

Paper 1:

Paper 2:

Paper 3:

What the examiners are looking for (page 13)

Explain what the following Assessment Objectives involve. What do they include? How would you
demonstrate this is an exam question?

AOT:

AO2:

AO3:

AO3:

What types of questions will appear in the exam?

What command terms are included in exam questions? What do they each mean?

Outline:

Outline and explain:



Analyse:

Apply:

Evaluate:

Part 2 - What are the main perspectives in Sociology?

An important feature of Sociology is being able to look at ideas and social issues from different
viewpoints. In Sociology, there are several theoretical perspectives which you need to be able to
explain, apply to a particular area of society, and evaluate. The next part of the transition work is
aimed to help develop your understanding of Sociological theory which is a crucial part of all topics in
the A level syllabus.

You have been given an overview of three sociological perspectives and on the back of each
information sheet are some ‘knowledge check questions’ to test your understanding. You should write
your answers directly into the boxesprovided.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes.

Define and give an example of a social normf. Who is August Comte?
What are the conflict perspectives? What is meant by the term sociological
v ' ‘ perspective?
What is meant by sociqlisdﬁon?' | What does CADGES stand for?
Define the term sociblogy. | | tht are the four main types of feminism?
Define and give an example of a social ’ De,,fin_e'and give an exq‘mpl_e of a social
_ value, 3 institution,
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1€ HECTIC TEACHER

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes.

With which sociologist is the GAIL schema
associated?

What is meant by a latent function?

What is meant by the term organic qnqlcgy?

What does GAIL stand for?

' Give one crificism of the functionalist view of
society according to the conflict perspective.

What did Durkheim mean by social facis?

What is meant by a consensus theory?

Which sociologist provides internal criticisms of
functionalism?

lee f_i__ne cnhmsm of funchondllsm accordmg to
R fhe Postrnod ts. -
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1

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes.

1

|

i

- What is meant by the term alienation?

What are the three successive forms of society?

Identify 2 criticisms of Marxism

What is meant by false consciousness?

What is historical materialism?

What is the superstructure?

In what two ways does Mdarxism differ from
Functionalism?

What is the economic base?

i

Which two countries can be used as exomples
of having Marxist revolutions?

What terms does Marx use for the Ruling Class?

19
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

‘Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes.

i

{ ; .
' What is meant by malestream sociology? What is the difference between sex and
: gender?
|
|
What is meant by the term patriarchy? | What is political lesbianism?
Which form of feminism suggests education and What is intersectional feminism alse known as?
legal reforms are necessary for equality? :

i
i

- Which two concepfs do duel systems feminists According to radical feminists how will equality
see as interconnected in the oppression of be achieved?
| women?
|
|
Name 3 ways in which the oppressicn of Give two criticisms of feminist views of society.

women aids capitalism.
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