A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY - Transition work

Welcome to A-Level Sociology at Haydon Sixth Form! Sociology is in the top 5 most popular A Level
subjects in the country and it is a great option to take if you are interested in understanding and
explaining the social world we live in.

Sociology has been described as the scientific study of society and this course will help you to become
critical thinkers through challenging misconceptions in order to tackle some of the big questions we
have about our society such as ‘Why are there differences in crime rates between social groups’ and

‘how has globalisation affected families, education, crime and religious beliefs’?

In order to get you ready for this exciting subject, the Sociology department has included the
following tasks we would like you to complete before your first lesson in September which will give
you a much better understanding of the most important concepts and principles you will cover in
greater depth over the next 2 years. We know that some of you have studied GCSE Sociology and are
already familiar with the key perspectives and ideas, but don’t worry if you haven’t! Some of the
content may seem challenging but it is meant to be, so try your best and use the
internet/friends/parents to help if you are stuck! One of the ways you can be successful at A-Level is
having the desire to think more deeply about ideas, even if at first it seems difficult!

Learning aims:
e Gain a better understanding of the A Level course for Sociology
e Know the meaning of key terms: culture, norms, values, socialisation, status and role.
e Understand the importance of culture and socialisation for explaining human behaviour.
e Understand the difference between structural and social action views, and between
consensus and conflict views of society.
Understand the key features of different types of society
Know the main patterns of inequality in today’s society
Understand that sociologists use a variety of research methods and that these have both
strengths and limitations

IMPORTANT!!

The transition work has been split into 4 different sections and they must all be completed for your
first day of Sixth-Form. Ideally, you should print this work off and complete directly onto the sheet,
however if you are unable to then you should complete this work by writing your answers handwritten
on lined paper.

You will be completing a short assessment based on the transition work in September to assess your
understanding of this work.

Part 1 - Find out about the A-Level course

Part 2 - Sociological theory

Part 3 - Culture, norms and values

Part 4 - Researching groups in society



Part 1 - Find out about the A-Level course

Research the A-Level specification for Sociology using the AQA website. What topics are covered in
each of the following exam papers?

What topics will | be assessed on (page 13)

Paper 1:

Paper 2:

Paper 3:

What the examiners are looking for (page 13)

Explain what the following Assessment Objectives involve. What do they include? How would you
demonstrate this is an exam question?

AOT:

AO2:

AO3:

AO3:

What types of questions will appear in the exam?

What command terms are included in exam questions? What do they each mean?

Outline:

Outline and explain:



Analyse:

Apply:

Evaluate:

Part 2 - What are the main perspectives in Sociology?

An important feature of Sociology is being able to look at ideas and social issues from different
viewpoints. In Sociology, there are several theoretical perspectives which you need to be able to
explain, apply to a particular area of society, and evaluate. The next part of the transition work is
aimed to help develop your understanding of Sociological theory which is a crucial part of all topics in
the A level syllabus.

You have been given an overview of three sociological perspectives and on the back of each
information sheet are some ‘knowledge check questions’ to test your understanding. You should write
your answers directly into the boxesprovided.
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes.

Define and give an example of a social normf. Who is August Comte?
What are the conflict perspectives? What is meant by the term sociological
v ' ‘ perspective?
What is meant by sociqlisdﬁon?' | What does CADGES stand for?
Define the term sociblogy. | | tht are the four main types of feminism?
Define and give an example of a social ’ De,,fin_e'and give an exq‘mpl_e of a social
_ value, 3 institution,
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1€ HECTIC TEACHER

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes.

With which sociologist is the GAIL schema
associated?

What is meant by a latent function?

What is meant by the term organic qnqlcgy?

What does GAIL stand for?

' Give one crificism of the functionalist view of
society according to the conflict perspective.

What did Durkheim mean by social facis?

What is meant by a consensus theory?

Which sociologist provides internal criticisms of
functionalism?

lee f_i__ne cnhmsm of funchondllsm accordmg to
R fhe Postrnod ts. -
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1

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes.

1

|

i

- What is meant by the term alienation?

What are the three successive forms of society?

Identify 2 criticisms of Marxism

What is meant by false consciousness?

What is historical materialism?

What is the superstructure?

In what two ways does Mdarxism differ from
Functionalism?

What is the economic base?

i

Which two countries can be used as exomples
of having Marxist revolutions?

What terms does Marx use for the Ruling Class?

19
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

‘Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes.

i

{ ; .
' What is meant by malestream sociology? What is the difference between sex and
: gender?
|
|
What is meant by the term patriarchy? | What is political lesbianism?
Which form of feminism suggests education and What is intersectional feminism alse known as?
legal reforms are necessary for equality? :

i
i

- Which two concepfs do duel systems feminists According to radical feminists how will equality
see as interconnected in the oppression of be achieved?
| women?
|
|
Name 3 ways in which the oppressicn of Give two criticisms of feminist views of society.

women aids capitalism.
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CONSOLIDATION:

Read through the extract and answer the questions that follow.

|

Reclaiming the F Word (2010)

.~ Source: Haralambous and Holborn (2013)

In their book “Reclaiming the F Word" Catherine Redfermn and I:(irsten Aune (2010) Argue that while there has been
some progress on the demands of the Second wave feminists from the 1970's, there is still much for the third wave to
feminist to achieve before women are fully liberated. They suggest seven areas in which contemporary feminists

need to campaign for improvements.

1. Lliberated Bodies

In the poorer global South, over 500,00 women die each
year in pregnancy and childbirth. The lack of health
care provision in some places means that women are
suffering from rising HIV. Furthermore, there is a very
strong pressure on women to conform to beauty ideals
promotedin the media.

2. Sexual Freedom and Choice

Cultural practices and inequadlities in power confinue fo
limit women's sexual freedom. Furthermore, sexual
double standards in which female promiscuity is
condemned much more than male promiscuity
continue. They also believe that there continues to be
significant discrimination against LGBTQ+ people.

3..An endto violence against women

Redfern and Aune provide ample evidence that
violence against women continues to be
commonplace. In the UK, Home Office estimates
suggest that 21% of girls experience some form of sexual
abuse as children, while 23% of adultwomen are
sexudlly assaultedin their lifetime. About one in 20
women, according to the Home Office figures, are likely
to be raped in he UK during their lives.

4. Equaiity at work and at home

While there have been gains for womenin the
workplace, women are still significantly disadvantaged
bothin the UK and elsewhere. They argue that women
stillexperience a glass ceiling, finding it hard to be
promoted to the top positionsin any sphere. As
evidence, they quote an example showing that only
about one in 11 of the directors of the UK's top
companies are women. There are also sfill significant
differencesin the amounts of unpaid housework and
caring done by men and women.

5. Politics and Religion fransformed.

Women are underrepresented in parliaments and i
sehior political positionsin nearly all countries. As of
O:CTober 2019, the global participationrate of womenin
national-evel parliaments is 24.5%. In 2013,women
accounted for 8% of all national leaders and 2% of all
presidential posts. Redfern and Aune also highlight the
lack of power women have in many religions.

n

6. Popular culture free from sexism

Redfern and Aune identify many way in which popular
culture can be seen as sexist: they report thatin 2008, of
the 64 band membersin the indie chart top 30 only four
were women. They discuss “the highlight sexist content
of song lyrics” citing Robin Thicke's blurred lines as and
extfreme example of misogyny and sexualisation.

7. Feminism reclaimed (Redfern and Aune, 2010)
Re:dfem and Aune finally demand that feminismis |
reclaimed. They argue that using the "F-Word"
(feminism) should no longer be taboo and any negative
connotationsit has taken on for young women-should
be challenged and rejected. T

i
1

QUESTIONS
Which of the different types of feminism
would be most closely aligned with each
of Redfern and Aune's demands? Explain
your answer.

|

IE

Rank each of the demands in order of
what you thinkis the most important /
urgent to the least important / urgent and
explain your reasoning.

Redfern and Aune's study was published in
2010, to what extent do you think the issues
they have raised are still relevant today?







Part 3 - Culture, norms and values

A - What is culture?

One possible sociological definition might be: The ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a
particular people or society. The word ‘culture’ comes from the Latin cultura, meaning ‘cultivation’.
Through the Middle Ages it was used as an agricultural term. In the seventeenth century the term
‘culture’ began to be used in relation to the betterment of individuals through education. It was later
used to refer to peoples or nations. Today, the concept has become broader still and is now used

widely in everyday life to refer to a way of life.

1. Using your own words, define culture.

2.  How does someone acquire culture?

3.  How might a person express their particular culture?

B - Norms and values

Norms can be defined as what is considered to be normal behaviour. They provide guidelines for
acceptable behaviour in certain social situations.

Values are beliefs, which a person feels are important to them.

Norms and values are present in all societies and play a large role in shaping the culture of a group.

Sort the following statements into norms, values or hoth.

Waiting in a queue rather than simply pushing to the front.
Holding the door open for someone.

The idea that it is wrong to kill another person.

Boys wearing trousers and not skirts.

The belief that it is wrong to take other people’s property.

Good manners, for example, saying thank you for something.

N oo A w2

Using a knife and fork to eat with.

Next, take three examples from the list above and explain what happens if these norms or values are

ignored by individuals. What are the consequences?



1. What does this activity tell us about the importance of norms and values in society?

2. Does everyone in your own society agree on shared norms and values?

3. What are some of the possible consequences of there not being agreement over shared norms

and values?

4. What problems do you think a sociologist might have in trying to understand another culture?

5. Briefly outline how the following factors may influence the norms and values held by an

individual. You should include specific examples to support your explanation.

Factor Explanation Examples

Social class




Age

Gender

Ethnicity

Part 4 Research methods: How do sociologists study society? (page 12)

1. Why is evidence important to sociologists? List as many reasons you can think of

2. Describe three research methods that sociologists use. For each one, suggest an issue with using
that method.

3. Researching different groups and issues in Society can be challenging for sociologists for a number
of reasons. An important area of the specification will assess your understanding of how research
methods have been used to study society and the strengths and weaknesses associated with each of
these techniques. For each of the scenarios below, identify some challenges of researching the
individuals as well as the topic.



Research topic

Challenges of researching this topic

Challenges of researching this
sample (the people involved)

A sociologist is
researching cultural
practices adopted by
different cultural
groups living in the UK
e.g. polygamy,
arranged marriages

A sociologist is
interested in
understanding the
reasons for why
students from low
income backgrounds
underperform within
the education system

Asociologist is
interested in
researching how the
criminal justice system
deal with white collar
crime

A sociologist is
interested in
understanding the
reasons why some
individuals choose to
join deviant sects or
cults




