
Preparing for exams
3. An Effective Revision Process



How to revise

We have looked at planning your revision but what does it mean to 
revise?

When a teacher says – ‘Do some revision’ – what does this mean you 
do?

Lets look at what an effective revision process is.



Effective revision process

Stage 1 – Review knowledge

• Be guided by Specifications and Knowledge checklists

• Use revision books, class notes, 
web resources 

• It can be useful to write notes or
even explain verbally to someone 

else what you have been reading



Effective revision process

Stage 2 – Revise / Process the information

The information you have reviewed you need to process through reducing 
/ transforming / prioritising and applying.  This can be done in many ways:

• Flash cards

• Concept maps

• Words to images

• Connection Maps

• Ranking activities

• Question plans

On the next few slides are some example 
templates to help you do some of these activities 
effectively.  These are available for you to 
download from the school website













Effective revision process
Stage 3 – Recall your knowledge

It is important that on multiple occasions in the days and weeks following review and 
revision that you then test your ability to recall the information.  This can be done again 
in multiple ways:

• Quizzes (that can be self made)

• Exam questions and use of mark schemes 
(or writing your own exam questions)

• Flash Card testing

• Transforming summarised points or pictures back into 
full notes

• Recreating concept maps from memory and checking 
against original



Reflect

There are three stages to effective revision

• Review knowledge

• Revise and Process the knowledge

• Recall the knowledge (multiple times)

Which stage do you spend most time on currently?

What area do you need to spend more time on?


