
 

          Politics Transition Work  

 

 

 

Have you ever thought about how politics affects you? 

 

All of these things are affected by politics. Everyday people involved in politics are 

making decisions that affect you, your family and your friends. So even if you think 

you don’t do politics…you do! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Can you highlight at least 5 things in the source and explain how this involves 

the Government or Politics.  

 

 

 

2. When you think of the word ‘politics’ what comes into your mind?  

 

 

 

 

Ever heard anyone say I don’t do politics...... We all do 

politics everyday even if we don't realise it. 
 



 

 

Haydon Politics Course                                     
We will be undertaking the AQA Government Politics course and this is broken down into the 

following:  

 

3 exam papers = 33 ½ % each (77 marks per paper) and each exam is 2 hours long. 

 

Paper 1 – Government and Politics of U.K 

Paper 2 – USA Politics: Comparative study (with U.K) 

      Paper 3 – Politics Ideas 

 

Over the two year course we will cover the 3 units and multiple topics within them. In Year 12 you will 

be starting with Paper 1 - Government and Politics in the UK.   

 

Key Political terminology is essential through the course and so we would expect you to learn and know 

the key political terminology below:  

Key Terms Definitions 

 

Politics 

 

The study of resolving conflicts in society and distributing 

power effectively. 

 

Democracy 

 

From the Greek literally meaning- Rule by the people. Two 

main branches of Representative and Direct. 

 

Power 

 

Being able to make someone do something. 

 

Authority 

 

The right to make something happen. 

 

Legitimacy 

 

The legal right and authority to use power. A Government 

gets its legitimacy from winning an election. 

 

Pluralism 

 

Power flows from a variety of different sources and does 

not rest with one group. 

 

Pluralist Democracy 

 

A Democracy which encourages participation at all levels 

and allows free and fair competition between competing 

groups. 

 

Political Culture 

 

All the factors in society which shape the political 

behaviour of its members. 

 

Consensus 

 

Accepting basic principles to ensure stability and 

compromising to reach results. 

 

Homogenity 

 

Certain values within a society are shared so that there is a 

stronger pull together than apart. 

 

Franchise 

 

This is literally the legal right to vote. A franchise can only 

be extended by an Act of Parliament. 



 

 
Task 1 (Main Task) - How does British Politics function? 

 

You are going to undertake a project to look at the key elements of British Political system. This we 

be essential in your understand of the course and will inform debate in our first politics lessons in 

September. 

 

This project is also essential in developing you as an independent learner, which is vital for any 

successful politics student. You can use the internet, however we don’t want information copied and 

pasted. You are going to create a booklet and produce one A4 page on the following areas: 

 

1.   What is Parliament? 

  

What is House of Commons and House of Lords? 

What are the key differences between them? 

Who are the key individuals in House of Parliament? ie the House Speaker 

What is an MP? And what do they do? Include examples of MPs and their Constitutions  

  

2.   Who is in the Government and the Cabinet? 

  

What is the Cabinet? 

Who are each members of the Cabinet and their office? 

Is the Cabinet important? 

  

3.   Who are the key individuals of the opposition? 

  

Who are the 2 main opposition parties? Include logos 

Who are the leaders of these parties? 

What were their main policy from 2017 election? 

  

4.   What is the First-Post-the-post (FPTP) electoral system? 

  

What are the positives of the system? 

What are the negatives of the system? 

What other electoral systems are they? 

  

5.   What are key elements of 3 main parties Core ideologies? 

  

What is Conservatism? What are the key elements? 

What is Socialism? What are the key elements? 

What is Liberalism? What are the key elements? 

  

6.   What was the result of the 2017 General election? 

  

What is a difference between a majority government and hung Parliament? 

What where the main factors in determining the outcome? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Task 2 - Politics Review Articles. 

 

 

This is Politics Review that we scribe to and provide topical political articles.  Can you 

read the two articles attached and complete the questions and activities in the exam 

boxes: 

 

 

Article one : The debates surrounding the EU referendum and the Consequences: 

 

 

 

    See attachment for full article  

 

 

Article two: Constitution reform and AV referendum: 

 

See attachment for full article  

 

 

It is essential you print off and highlight the key arguments within the articles. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Task 3- Can you explore, watch or read the following: 

 

 

Home of our Democracy- Can you visit and explore the 

www.Pariament.co.uk/education. Can you explore this and watch the video clips on how 

Parliament functions. This will help with your research task. There are also an number 

of interactive games of the day/life of an MP. 

 

Daily Politics Show and PMQs - This is on every day, as a minimum you should watch 

Wednesday editions every week especially PMQ section, where the PM is asked 

question by the official Opposition and MPs (They do have a summer break) . This is 

available on BBC iplayer- Daily Politics show. www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer 

 

Sunday Political viewing. There are a number of political shows on Sunday morning. 

These include Andrew Marr show, Preston on Sunday and the Sunday Politics Show. 

All shows are available on catch up. www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer and www.itvhub.com. 

 

Twitter Account - Can everyone make sure they follow us on twitter 

www.twitter.co.uk@haydonpolitics. This includes a vast amount of current political 

articles on all the units we cover. This is regularly updated through the academic year 

and one of our most important tools in keeping up to date with current political affair. 

You should be aiming to read one political article a day.  

 

News Apps- There are a number of news apps that keep you up today date with 

current political events. Can you download a range of them.                               

                                         

Get exploring -There are a variety of media and social media outlets to access 

political information. Just explore a range of these.  

 

 

                            
 

 

 

                       

http://www.pariament.co.uk/education
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
http://www.itvhub.com/
http://www.twitter.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 














