
Year 7 Summer School 2021 
 

 

What was the Year 7 Summer School? 
 
In summer 2021, the DfE offered all schools funding for ‘catch up’ due to Covid-19. As part of this, the 
decision was made to run a ‘Summer School’ for the Year 6s who would become Year 7 in September.  
 
This took place on the first week of the summer holiday (26th-30th July) and provided an opportunity for 
pupils to adapt to the school environment, meet their new peers & teachers, and learn something new! 
 
How many took part? 
 
We were very pleased with the uptake on the Summer School – 230 pupils initially were signed up to 
attend the week, with around 220 actually attending the week for various different lengths of time. 
Additionally, 33 of the pupils were Pupil Premium. 
 
Those who had initially signed up but did not attend were absent because of illness, Covid-19 isolation or 
were on holiday.  
 
The Summer School was run by Mr Knowles & Miss Powell. We had 21 fantastic members of staff helping 
out, which meant 1 subject specialist and 1 supporting teacher per form group. This allowed us to support 
all pupils and for pupils to become familiar with a variety of teachers from different faculties. We also had 
Year 11 volunteers who helped support and include the younger pupils – they were a credit to themselves 
and the school community. 

 

What activities did pupils take part in? 
 
Pupils took part in 3 hours of learning for each of the core subjects – English, Maths and Science; 5 hours of 
PE activities; and 4 hours of ‘Enrichment’ which included IT, Duke of Edinburgh practise (orienteering and 
using a portable stove to make hot chocolate), Art and Music.  

 
Staff devised some excellent Schemes of Work which kept the students involved and active – treasure hunts, 
creating poems, team challenges and creating model buildings.  
 
From observation of the work in progress and the feedback from pupils and parents alike, it was evident that 
the students not only enjoyed the work but also made good progress in their learning.  Staff were extremely 
welcoming and positive with the students which made for a relaxed learning environment and students grew 
quickly in confidence. 
 
A rewards scheme of gold stars and certificates was created in order to inspire and motivate pupils - students 
were very keen to receive these and took home prizes and certificates at the end of the week for their 
participation. 
 
The catering team provided the pupils with health & wholesome lunches throughout the week – with fish 
fingers and chips being a hugely popular Friday lunch at the end of the week! 
 

At the end of the week, we finished with a Basketball and Dodgeball tournament for all pupils! 
 
 



 
 
Parent & Student feedback 
 
At the end of the week, a survey was sent to all parents of pupils attending the Summer School.  
This asked them a variety of questions about what their son/daughter had enjoyed, whether they were 
feeling less nervous for school, and whether they knew the school layout better.  
 
The feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Before the week began, 66% of parents rated their child’s level 
of nerves as 5 or above (given a scale of 1-10). In the survey at the end of the week, 94.4% of parents 
responded saying that the Summer School had helped to ease their nerves.  
 

Parental feedback showed that the vast majority (always over 70%) enjoyed their core subject sessions. 83% 
of parents responded saying that their child knew the layout of the school better after the Summer School. 
 
 

Testimonials from parents 

“My child has come home enthusiastic about what she has done each day. It has been a good mix of 

activities and the teaching has been made fun. This week has given far more confidence and insight into 

the school than the one day visit would have done.” 

 

“Made the transition in September a lot easier. My child is raring to start in September.” 

 

“Very well organised, I think it’s amazing they get to be in form and bond with teachers, classmates and 

familiarise with the school surroundings. Massive help for anxiety for September.” 

 

“My daughter's confidence grew with regards to going to a new school and the fact that it was a whole 

week rather than a taster day or two really helped in this. Free lunches were also appreciated.” 

 

“Good opportunity to make friends and giving him the time to get to know the school and expectations” 

 

“Children were able to get used to walking to school by themselves for the first time. Great opportunity to 

get a feel for the school and meet new classmates and teachers. Activities weren't too taxing and the 

sports sessions were particularly enjoyable.” 

 

“Activities were fun with lots of sports which my daughter really enjoyed. The opportunity to see the 

school and meet new friends has certainly reduced her anxiety about attending school in September. The 

relaxed friendly atmosphere with just Year 7s has helped boost my daughter’s confidence.” 

 
 

We were really pleased with how fun and beneficial the Year 6 pupils found this and 
believe it really helped to relieve a lot of the pressure involved with starting secondary 

school. 



Pictures from the week 
 

 
 

 

 


