
 
Transition Materials 
Use these resources at your leisure, they are not 
prescriptive but merely meant as a good starting point to 
help address some of the ‘summer learning loss’ that can occur during 
the six week holiday - and also help keep your children entertained! 
https://www.oxfordlearning.com/summer-learning-loss-statistics/  

 

English  

1. Establish a regular routine of reading as all our English lessons begin with 10 minutes of 
independent reading. Not sure where to start? Why not see what other people your age 
are recommending here: 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/rrp/Reviewed-by-Children.html 

2. Have a read of JK Rowling’s new book! She has recently unveiled a new non Harry Potter 
story called ‘The Ickabog.’ The story has been published in instalments for free. The 
original story was written over ten years ago for JK Rowling’s own children. However 
since the lockdown started, she felt it would help children during these unsettling times. 
You can read The Ickabog here. There is also The Ickabog Illustration competition open 
to seven to twelve year olds. Find out how to enter here  

3.  Prefer listening to stories? Well you can have a listen to David Walliams reading some of 
his hilarious novels here: https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/watch-and-listen/ There 
are also lots of competitions and activities to keep you busy over the summer here: 
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/play/ 

4.  English isn’t just about reading though, we love keeping our creative minds busy here at 
Haydon. Head over to the Roald Dahl website and you can learn how to draw like the 
famous illustrator for Dahl’s books, Quentin Blake, or maybe have a go at creating your 
very own Wonka Factory Machine! https://www.roalddahl.com/things-to-do-indoors The 
Roald Dahl museum is closed unfortunately but worry not! They have decided to bring the 
museum to you: https://www.roalddahl.com/museum/museum-at-home  

5. Get involved with helping CBBC create their very own book and you might get a mention: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/cbbc-book-club-create-book  

6.  Keep up to date with the news because you never know, you could end up being a 
member of our BBC Young Reporters team here at Haydon: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround 

7. Try and learn/use a new word everyday. We don’t want all your hardwork in primary 
school going to waste over the summer. You can access a new word everyday here: 
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day/calendar 
 
 
 

Hit the ground running in September………….. 

https://www.oxfordlearning.com/summer-learning-loss-statistics/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/rrp/Reviewed-by-Children.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/rrp/Reviewed-by-Children.html
https://theickabog.com/
https://theickabog.com/
https://www.theickabog.com/competition/
https://www.theickabog.com/competition/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/watch-and-listen/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/watch-and-listen/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/play/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/play/
https://www.roalddahl.com/things-to-do-indoors
https://www.roalddahl.com/things-to-do-indoors
https://www.roalddahl.com/museum/museum-at-home
https://www.roalddahl.com/museum/museum-at-home
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/cbbc-book-club-create-book
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/cbbc-book-club-create-book
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day/calendar


 
Transition Materials 
Maths 
1. In preparation for secondary school, we would advise using Numerise, a transitional 

maths programme developed by Hegarty maths (the maths programme we use in all key 
stages). 

2. https://www.numerise.com/?utm_source=Hegarty-banner&utm_medium=Website&utm_c
ampaign=Numerise-beta 

3. Click on the link above, and sign up. 
4. Secondary Ready is a free course within Numerise that is designed to prepare Year 6 

learners for starting Year 7 in September. Being up-to-speed in maths when starting 
secondary school is really important. Things like core number skills are really vital to 
make sure that when they start moving on to more challenging concepts, they have a 
solid foundation with no gaps in their knowledge. 

5. Another important aspect of maths to be prepared for secondary school is times tables. 
Please make sure you know your times tables from 1-12 if not 15. There are plenty of 
websites to practice but one here: https://www.timestables.co.uk/ 

Science 
 
Always ensure there is an adult present when doing science investigations 
 

1. Hazard symbols  
In the link below there are 10 hazard symbols and their meanings. Have a look around your 
home and see if you can spot any of the symbols. Hint: try the cleaning cupboard. 
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/science/103_new/asc1/hazardsymbol.htm 
 

2. Condensation investigation 
Set up the investigation in the diagram to the left. 
Questions to discuss! 

● Describe what happens on the underside of the top glass. 
● What state of matter (solid/liquid/gas) is the ice? What about the tap 

water? How can you tell? 
● How does the water get to the underside of the top glass? What state 

(solid/liquid/gas) does it need to be in to get there? 
● Why are there droplets forming on the underside of the glass? Can you 

describe this using the term condensation? 
● Where else do you find condensation occurring? Where is it important? 

Where might it cause problems? 
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Transition Materials 
 

3. Inflating a balloon with bicarbonate of soda and vinegar 
Follow the link to see how to do this experiment. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bP7xgV07glc  
Questions to discuss! 

● Describe what happens in the bottle and to the balloon.  
● What state of matter(solid/liquid/gas) is the vinegar? What about the bicarbonate of soda? 
● What new product was formed? What was that new product and what was its state? 
● In this experiment a new substance has formed. When this happens we call it a chemical 

reaction. Are there any other chemical reactions you have seen happen? What new 
substances are formed? 

 
4. Make scientific diagrams of animals and plants.  

Watch the following video on scientific drawings.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U70wcXWIxds (you don’t have to do the scale) 
Find an animal (ladybird, or a slug, or anything that will stay still for long enough) in the park or in 
your garden. Draw it! 
Choose a whole plant (not just one leaf!) and do the same, are there any parts of the plant you 
can’t see to draw? 
Questions to discuss! 

● How does your plant and your animal carry out the 7 life processes MRS GREN: 
Movement, Reproduction, Sensitivity, Growth, Respiration, Excretion and Nutrition? Don’t 
know? Go look it up! www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/what-is-living-thing/  

● What stage in its lifecycle is the animal and plant you drew? What other stages are there? 
Can you find any plants or animals at a different stage in their life cycle in the 
garden/park? 

● What makes the plant you chose, a plant? What makes the animal you chose an animal? 
What features do they have that tell you this? 

 
5. How does the height of a tennis ball’s bounce change, as the 

height it is dropped from changes? 
You will be planning this investigation yourself! You will need a ruler and 
any ball that will bounce 

● What things will you need to keep the same for each height? 
● What steps will you take in the investigation.You can use the 

diagram to the right to help you. 
● Fill in the results in a table like the one below 

Height the ball is 
dropped from (cm) 

Height the ball 
bounces to (cm) 

10  

20  

30  
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Transition Materials 

● Explain why the ball falls when you drop it? 
● Why does the ball bounce higher when it is dropped from higher? 
● Plan and carry out a second investigation to find out which type of ball bounces the 

highest. How will you make sure your investigation is fair? 
 

6. Kitchen roll chromatography 
Follow the link to see how to do this experiment. You can use kitchen roll instead of coffee filters, 
and toothpicks instead of popsicle sticks. Markers should be water soluble. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uFLOQ18Mt8  
Questions to discuss! 

● Chromatography is a way of separating mixtures. In this experiment we separate the 
different inks mixed together to make the marker pen colours. Which pens have more 
than one coloured ink? What ink colours are in each pen? Which ones have one coloured 
ink only? 

● Chromatography depends on the inks dissolving in the water. When something can 
dissolve, it is called soluble. That's why the inks need to be water soluble. Predict what 
would happen if you used something not water soluble. Then, see if your prediction is 
correct by running the experiment again using a pencil or ballpoint pen to draw the line. 

● The more soluble (or easily dissolved) the ink, the faster it will move up the paper. Which 
inks were very soluble? Which were not as soluble? 

● Can you think of when chromatography might be useful? 
 

7. The light at the end of the hose 
You will need a 1m long piece of hose pipe or rubber tubing and a torch. 
Shine the light at one end of the tube. Move the tube until you can see the light at the other end. 
It may be easier to do this investigation with a helper. 
Questions to discuss! 

● What does this investigation tell you about light? How does it travel? 
● What could you use to get light to go around a corner? 

 
8. Changing of the Moon 

Keep a moon diary. Look at the moon as many times as you can during a month (or maybe 
more). Draw a sketch of what it looks like. 
Questions to discuss! 

● Describe what changes you see in the moon over a month. 
● Why does the moon seem to be different shapes in the month? 
● How could you use this to find how long it takes the moon to go around the earth? 
● How does this show that the moon is a sphere? 

 

Technology 
 

1. Learn about new and existing technologies, this could be through reading or watching 
programs. 
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2. Think of some ideas for new products that use new or existing technology - 
Draw some of your ideas and add notes explaining how they work and why 
you have designed them this way. 

3. Research different drawing techniques and try using them to draw existing products (like 
a toaster, mobile phone or a computer).  Drawing techniques include Isometric, one and 
two Point Perspective, Oblique, 3rd angle Orthographic Projection. 

4. Sketch a variety of different man-made products (like buildings, cars or a flamboyant hat) 
5. Research how familiar products work and create a powerpoint presentation showing the 

information (products could include: any of the ones mentioned above, a stapler, bicycle 
gears & brakes, steering wheels in vehicles, a piano, a watch, a lock for a door or a 
television). 

6. Research important technology that has changed the way we live, find out why it changed 
the way people live, for example: the Watt Steam Engine, the Spinning Jenny, the 
Telephone, the development of a new material such as Copper/Iron,Bronze or Steel, a 
Combustion Engine or Flight. 

Art 
1. Visit art galleries and write down your thoughts and opinions about the work that you have 

seen. 
2. Practise drawing from life. Set up a small still life of man-made and natural objects. Try 

drawing the still life from different viewpoints. 
3. Research colour theory - primary, secondary, tertiary, complementary and analogous. 
4. Practise using a range of art materials e.g. colour pencil, paint, collage and papier mache. 

 

History 
1. Visit a museum or historical site (you can do this online). For example, The British 

Museum has an amazing website (https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/) where you can 
see artefacts and objects from different time periods and places across the globe. 
Similarly there are virtual tours of Castles (Warwick and the Tower of London) which will 
be useful as we look at Castles in Y7. Additionally we teach the Tudors in Yr7 so a 
(virtual) visit to Hampton Court would also help students. 

2.  The BBC website has some fantastic short animations and tasks: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/ 

3. Be fully prepared with a fully equipped pencil case including a ruler, pens, glue sticks, etc 
4. Watch Horrible Histories - everyone loves HH! 
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Geography 
 

1. Watch / read the news (e.g. Newsround, BBC News) to keep up with what is ‘going on’ in 
the world. This is a key part of being a geographer! 

2. Start to familiarise yourself with Key Stage 3 Geography on BBC Bitesize - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg 

3. Register on SENECA Learning and join Mr Harding’s Key Stage 3 Geography Class. 
Here you can have a go at all of the online geography quizzes! 
https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/s9tl5k2vn9 

4. Watch the full series of Netflix’s Our Planet - Explore the world’s biodiversity! 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvahqwMqN4M0GRkZY8WkLZMb6Z-W7qbLA 

5. Enjoy a wide range of Sir David Attenborough Box Sets on BBC iPlayer 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06m42d9 

6. Learn how to map read with Steve Backshall and Ordnance Survey 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ordnance+survey+maps+why 

7. Start to learn Ordnance Survey map symbols! 
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/assets/doc/Explorer-25k-Legend-en.pdf 

8. Explore the national geographic website for students… 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/geography/ 

 

 
Religion Ethics and Philosophy 

- Read a news article on BBC news each weekend and explain your opinion about it to 
someone 

- Watch a TED talk - some good ones can be found here: 
https://www.ted.com/playlists/86/talks_to_watch_with_kids 

 

 
Music 

- Familiarise yourself with the Elements of Music on BBC Bitesize: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zwxhfg8 

- Have a go at some of the BBC Daily lessons for Music such as Using your voice 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbrwjhv), Singing with Feeling 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zkx3bdm), Composing with found sounds 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zdh8jhv) or have a go at writing a song 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zh3nscw). 

- Listen to a wide range of music of different genres, not just the music you like. 
- Watch a recording of a live performance on YouTube e.g. BBC Proms, London Symphony 

Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, The 
Philharmonia. 

- If you play an instrument, keep practicing and join one of the ensembles when you start in 
September. 
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Transition Materials 
Drama 

- Attend a range of live performances  
- Write a review of a film and say why it was so good 
- Research your favourite actor and find out how they got where they are today 
- Research different jobs within the theatre profession 
- Make a Greek mask using a paper plate 
- Be imaginative and creative (write a script, design a costume, create a model set design)  

 

Languages 
 
·         Watch movies in the foreign language or about the country eg Coco or Ferdinand at the 

cinema for Spanish cultural knowledge, Zip & Zap and the Marble Gang/ Le Petit Prince. 
Go to a restaurant of the nationality you are studying and take a photo of the menu, at home 
research the foods and note key ingredients words. 

·         On Netflix look for foreign language movies or series, but parents should check the age 
rating and suitability first. Once you search a few films/series on Amazon, they start to 
recommend similar if you have a an account. 

·        Create accounts on  Apps: Duolingo, Memrise, linguascope, languagesonline.org. 
·         Set your mobile phone's language (in settings) to the language you are studying. 
- For cultural events in London, check the websites of 'Instituto Cervantes' (Spanish), L'Institut 

Francais' (French), Istituto Italiano di Cultura - London (Italian). 
 

Computing 
 
-Practice making your own computer programs using free online software such as scratch 
(https://scratch.mit.edu/) 
-Try out some coding games such as the ones found at https://code.org/learn 
-Practice your animation skills using an online animator such as http://toonator.com/ 
-Learn about the different parts of a computer at this link http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z9myvcw 
-You are never too young to learn a programming language!  Learn for free at 
www.sololearn.com 
 

Physical Education 
 
-To be able to run without stopping for at least 12 minutes 
https://www.brianmac.co.uk/gentest.htm  
-To be able to throw and catch a tennis ball with a friend over 5 metres 
-Throw a ball against a wall with your right hand and catch with your left, then throw with your left 
and catch with your right.  Repeat this without dropping the ball as many times as you can. 
https://www.brianmac.co.uk/handeye.htm  
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